
It was a cold winter night...

The front door was unlocked, and they were 
even more shocked when they found their Rebbi 

resting on the floor of the living room.

The plumber arrived, and the 
house was already freezing.

Rabbi, I’ll be 
over within 
the hour.

It’s in the 
basement. Let 
me take you 
downstairs...

I wonder why the 
plumber’s van is 

parked outside the 
Mashgiach’s house 

so late.

All the lights are 
on in the house. Let’s 

check if everything 
is ok!

Rebbi, what’s 
going on? And why 

is Rebbi lying on 
the floor?

It’s freezing 
in here. Is 

everything ok?

...It’s just not right 
that I should sleep 

comfortably in bed while 
he is working on the 

basement floor…

Everything is fine... I 
woke up the plumber in 

the middle of the night to 
repair my heat. He had to 

get out of bed and is now 
in the basement working 

to fix the system...

This is Rabbi Feldman. I sincerely 
apologize for disturbing you so late at 

night, but this is an emergency. The heat just 
stopped working a few minutes ago, and it’s 

already getting very cold.

so, where’s 
the boiler?

 was born in Pinsk, Belarus, to R' Avrohom Shmuel and Chasha. He learned in זַצַ״ל Feldman ר׳ צְבׅי הׅירשׁ
יבָה אֺהֶל תּוֹרָה  and also developed a close ,הי״ד under R' Elchonon Bunim Wasserman (Baranovitch) יְשִׁׁ
relationship with the  ַיח שְרָאֵלר׳  ,מַשְׁגִׁ יַעֲקֺב יִׁ  Lubchansky הי״ד. In 1930, ׁר׳ צְבׅי הׅירש went to the Mir (Poland) 
where he remained for 8 years. He became a יד מֻבְהָק  who assigned him the ,זַצַ״ל Levovitz ר׳ יְרוּחָם of תַּלְמִׁ
task of setting up the ׁדְרָש  During .מוּסָר in דֶרֶךְ then travelled to Kelm to absorb their ר׳ צְבׅי הׅירשׁ .בֵית מִׁ
WWII, he was arrested and sent to Siberia. In 1945, ׁר׳ צְבׅי הׅירש married רְיָם  Lieberman, a granddaughter מִׁ
of the ים בְרֵי חַיִׁ  ר׳ מָרְדְכַי After the war, he was appointed to serve together with .זַצַ״ל of Sanz דִׁ
Pogramansky זַצַ״ל as a מְנַהֵל in a יבָה קְטַנָה  moved to America ר׳ צְבׅי הׅירשׁ ,in Versailles, France.  In 1950 יְשִׁׁ
and was invited by R' Avrohom Kalmanowitz זַצַ״ל to serve as י יחַ רוּחָנִׁ  of Mir (Brooklyn). He delivered מַשְׁגִׁ
ים עוּר from the Alter of Kelm and never missed or repeated a חָכְמָה וּמוּסָר in וַעַדִׁ  .for close to 30 years שִׁׁ

He was the surrogate 'father' of his ים ידִׁ  .of Europe מוּסָר and served as a bridge to the Kelmer תַּלְמִׁ
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פרשת משפטים

ה  'the youngest child of R ,זַצַ״ל Schwab ר׳ מֺשֶׁ
Yehuda and Chana (née Erlanger), was born in 
Frankfurt, Germany. At 16, he went to learn in 

Kamenitz under ר רוּךְ בעֶׁ  From there he went on to Baranovich .ר׳ בָּ
to learn under רְמַן ן וַסֶׁ נָּ לְחָּ  ,In 1938, he immigrated to England .ר׳ אֶׁ
and learned under ר ה שנײַדֶׁ ה in his ר׳ מֺשֶׁ יבָּ  Afterwards, he moved .יְשִׁ
to Gateshead to learn in the כּוֹלֵל, where he became close to R' 
Dessler. In 1942, he married חֵל ד daughter of ,רָּ וִׁ  Baddiel, a ר׳ דָּ
founding member of the local ה לָּ ה In 1946, he joined the .קְהִׁ יבָּ  יְשִׁ
and with his unusual ים מְחַת הַחַיִׁ ת ,שִׁ כֶׁ מַיִׁם and הַצְנֵעַ לֶׁ רְאַת שָּ  he had a יִׁ
ה עָּ יד on each הַשְפָּ ד The many stories of his .תַלְמִׁ סֶׁ  .are legendary חֶׁ
His classic ים עוּרִׁ ים on שִׁ ים טוֹבִׁ ר מַעַרְכֵי לֵב are printed in יָּמִׁ  .סֵפֶׁ

  ב' אדר
5678 – 5739 
1918 – 1979 

R' Moshe Schwab זַצַ״ל would sometimes 
go on fund-raising trips for the יבָה  .יְשִׁ
One potential donor  slammed the 
door in his face. R' Moshe went to a 
nearby telephone booth, called him 
up, and kindly explained that the 
action violated כָבוֹד הַתּוֹרָה. “Even if 
you choose not to give, you should 
never slam the door!” The donor begged 
R' Moshe for ילָה  ,invited him back inside ,מְחִׁ
and gave R' Moshe a generous donation. 
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ים  שִּ ר תָּ ים אֲשֶּ טִּ שְפָּ ה הַמִּ שְמוֹת כא:א(…)וְאֵלֶּ  
And these are the ordinances that you shall place before them.   
 The ו, which serves as a conjunction, transforms the word 
ה  these, to "and these." This indicates that there is a connection ,אֵלֶּ
between this ה שָּ רָּ ת  and the previous one, which detailed the פָּ רֶּ עֲשֶּ
בְרוֹת זְבֵחַ  and the הַדִּ ״י .מִּ א cites the רַשִּ ילְתָּ  which says that, just as מְכִּ
those צְוֹת ינַי were given to us at מִּ  these laws that are mentioned ,הַר סִּ
in ים טִּ שְפָּ שַת מִּ רָּ ם לַחֲבֵרוֹ which are primarily ,פָּ  between man and ,בֵין אָדָּ
his fellow man, were also given to us at ינַי  The question is .הַר סִּ
obvious: Was it necessary to command us to observe "rational" logic-
based צְוֹת  that, for the most part, apply to all nations? Could they not מִּ
have been decided by earthly Jewish courts? 
 R' Eliyahu Schlessinger, ״א יטָּ  explains that the question ,שַלִּ
itself indicates a lack of understanding about the essence of צְוֹת  He .מִּ
relates a comment he heard from the Admor of Pittsburgh, R' 
Avrohom Abba Leifer זַצַ״ל. On one of the Rebbe’s fund-raising trips to 
the U.S. to raise money for his institutions in אֵל שְרָּ ץ יִּ רֶּ  he noticed ,אֶּ
that there were two steering wheels in the cab! On the left side was 
the driver's steering column with all of the gadgets necessary to drive 
the car. On the right, passenger side, was a steering wheel similar to 
the one used by the driver. The Rebbe asked the driver to explain this 
anomaly. 
 "Rabbi, I have a young son who bothers me endlessly when I 
drive. He always wants to control everything I do. To avoid any 

problems, I made him a steering wheel that he can use while he sits 
with me in the front seat. Needless to say, the steering wheel is not 
connected to anything. It cannot in any way affect the direction in 
which the car is traveling." 
 The Rebbe derived a very important message from this 
episode. There are many who feel that they are steering the world. We 
are constantly opening the newspaper to read about the great movers 
and shakers of the secular world and the impact that they have on the 
way we live. It almost allows one to believe that they have some form 
of power. They are steering the car, turning the wheel right and left.  
 This is their mistake, and, in many cases, it is also ours. Yes, 
they are turning the wheel, but their steering wheel is not connected. 
What they do has no effect on the guidance of the world. It is the 
"other" steering wheel on the driver's side that controls the car. Those 
controls are in ה׳’s hands. The other controls are present for the 
"young children" to "play with" as they please. Otherwise, they have 
no significance. 
צְוֹת has determined the "rules of the road" of life, the ה׳   מִּ
that are Divinely ordained. ה׳ has the real steering wheel, and He 
decides the direction in which we will travel. Thus, at ינַי  we also סִּ
received those צְוֹת ים in מִּ טִּ שְפָּ שַת מִּ רָּ  that deal with human פָּ
relationships. These צְוֹת  with their intricacies as expounded and ,מִּ
elucidated by חֲזַ״ל, are part of the Heavenly steering column. 

Adapted from: Peninim on the Parashah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 
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FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 R' Moshe Schwab ״ל   צַּ זַּ had an 
unusual  ַּכֹּח to be able to relate to both the 
hearts of young חוּרִים  and to the depth of בַּ
thoughts of גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל. In a letter written by R' 
Dessler ״ל צַּ  to R' Moshe, asking R' Moshe to זַּ
find him a room for the night in Gateshead, R' 
Dessler wrote: "If you don't manage [to find a 
room for me], I will stay with you and rest on 
your chair — as I would rather sit in a chair and 
talk with you than have a bed with many 
pillows."  
 About three months before R' Moshe 
was נִפְטָר, he was travelling from Gateshead to 
Manchester in a small rented car that was 
being driven by a young בָחוּר. As it was 

speeding down the motorway at about 70 miles 
per hour, the car passed a large truck. The slip-
winds from the truck blew the light-weight car 
off the road. The car rolled over quite a few 
times and was a total write-off. It was a נֵס that 
no one was hurt with more that a superficial 
cut. R' Moshe made a ת הוֹדָאָה  the very סְעוּדַּ
next day and thanked ד׳ for נִסִים that 
happened. 
 The לְמִיד  who had driven him to תַּ
Manchester was away from יְשִיבָה for two 
weeks after the accident and was more than a 
little bit uncomfortable when he saw R' Moshe 
the first time. R' Moshe came over to him and 
greeted him with a big hug. R' Moshe told the 
 that, over the past two weeks, he had בָחוּר

received many letters from people about the 
accident, but he chose to respond to only one 
of those letters. This particular person had 
written about young חוּרִים  often driving בַּ
irresponsibly. “I wrote back to the person,” 
continued R' Moshe, “The בָחוּר drove 
beautifully, and I want you to know that if I had 
another opportunity to go again with the same 
 ”!I would not hesitate to do so ,בָחוּר
 My לְמִיד  can be גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל our ,תַּ
seen not just in how they interact with their 
peers, but in how they relate to and show their 
deep concern about everyone. 

  יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews 

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

גִים - מַזָל דָּ
דֶששׁ אֲדָר ראששׁ ח�וֹ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• The מַזָל of אֲדָר is דָגִים, fish. אֲדָר is one of three months for 
which the מַזָלוֹת are written in the plural form; the others 
are the מַזָלוֹת of אוּמִים נַיִם twins, and ,תְּ   .scales ,מאֺזְּ

 can be doubled (as it was חֺדֶשׁ אֲדָר :explains סֵפֶר הַתוֹדָעָה  •
last year), so its מַזָל is doubled as well (although it can be 
written in singular form). 

ContestThe 9th International Pirchei שובבי"ם
אַלְמָנָה וְיָתוֹם לאֹ תְעַנּוּן )שְמוֹת כב:כא(…   

 You shall not persecute any widow or orphan. 
 One tear. Who can imagine the power and influence of a 
tear shed by a poor widow, grieving over her loss, which is magnified 
every time she senses that vacuum in her life, the feeling of 
helplessness and loneliness that have now become her partner? 
Indeed, we cannot begin to calculate the value, the power and the 
influence generated by the tears of the broken-hearted. Every tear 
pierces through the heavens and is gathered before the Heavenly 
Throne, where הקב״ה holds it close to Him, cherishing every drop. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Yitzchok Zilberstein, שַלִיטָ״א, relates: It was time to elect 
a Chief Rabbi for יְרוּשָלַיִם. The people were encouraged to vote for R' 
Chaim Yaakov Levin, a very suitable candidate for the position. When 
R' Levin heard this, he made it a point to see who else had been 
nominated. Noting that R' Betzalel Zolty, זַצַ״ל, was also a candidate, 
he immediately said that under no circumstances would he run. After 
some time, he explained the reason for his refusal to his close friends. 
 Apparently, his father, the venerable R' Aryeh Levin, זַצַ״ל, 
related that once he was walking through the alleyways of יְרוּשָלַיִם at 
night when he came upon a woman mending socks by the light of a 
small torch. Perhaps today we cannot relate to this, but 70 years ago, 
when one’s socks had a hole in them, they were repaired, not 
replaced. Usually, it was some poor woman who darned these socks 
for the meager pay she earned. 
 “Why are you doing this,” asked R' Aryeh of the woman, 
“and especially with so little light?” 
 “I am a poor widow. With the few coins I make, I am able to 
pay the רֶבִי who learns תּוֹרָה with my orphaned son.” The woman 
kept on sewing, as her tears trickled down on the socks that she was 
mending. 
 “Do you know who this widow was?” asked R' Chaim 
Yaakov. “She was R' Betzalel Zolty’s mother! Is it possible to estimate 
the value and effect of her tears? R' Zolty should become the רָב of 
 His spiritual growth began on a field irrigated by the tears of .יְרוּשָלַיִם
a widow!” 

∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Words are cheap, and emotions may run high. We might 
inadvertently say something that we regret later on. What we do not 
understand is that words have an effect and might cause irreparable 
damage to another person, as the following story illustrates: A certain 
יְשִיבַת  related that as a young man he was a student at יְרוּשָלַיִם in רַב
 The woman who came nightly to clean the floor .יְרוּשָלַיִם in סְלָנִים
would bring her children, who, because of their youth, could not be 
left home alone. Of course, the children did not grasp the importance 
of the תּוֹרָה study going on in the ית הַמִדְרָש  Thus, the noise level of .בֵּ
these children often disturbed those who were learning. 
 One night, the noise level became intolerable for the 
student. He told the woman that it would be a good idea for her to 
discipline her children. Beset with enough difficulties, the woman 
said, “Would that you not experience צַעַר גִידוּל בָנִים (children 
problems)!” At the time, the young man felt the woman was telling 
him in a nice way, “You just do not understand my lot in life!”. 
Undoubtedly, this was her intention. But these words, issued by a 
widow in pain, had a tragic effect. 
 Years went by. The young man met his bashert, and they 
married. They had a blissful marriage, except for one serious concern 
— they were not blessed with children. They traveled all over in 
search of the doctor, the drug, the miracle that would grant them 
children, to no avail. They were rapidly approaching middle age, and 
still no child. 
 Then he remembered the incident, many years earlier, 
concerning the cleaning woman, her children, his rebuke and her 
response. Suddenly, he realized that what he had understood as a 
passing comment about life was in truth a curse. He located the 
woman and visited her, begging forgiveness for his impatience and 
impudent remark made many years earlier. She was happy to forgive 
him and even added that those children were today great תּוֹרָה 
scholars serving in positions of distinction throughout ל  .אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵּ
Nine months later, the couple was blessed with a child, after 24 years 
of marriage.  

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 

The Power of Tears/Words
 This week 5 of the 6 weeks of our annual Pirchei Newsletter 9th International שׁוֹבְבִי״ם contest and there are  500+ participants…  It is not too late to enter 
the contest. To become a part of this amazing קִדּוּשׁ ד׳, please send a weekly fax to 718 506 9633 or email to shnayimmikracontest@gmail.com signed by a parent – 
include your grade, name, school, city, state, zip, contact and fax #, and which ה שָּׁ רָּ בִים The rules of our .פָּ ה Contest: 1st and 2nd grade (6+) should complete the שׁוֹבָּ שָּׁ רָּ  פָּ
until 3 ,שֵׁנִיrd grade (8+) until 4 ,שְׁלִישִׁיth grade (9+) until 5  ,רְבִיעִיth grade (10+) until י ה 7th and 8th grades (12+) complete the entire ,שִׁשִׁי 6th grade (11+) until ,חֲמִישׁ ִ שָּׁ רָּ   .פָּ
 All entries received before this Monday at 7:00 p.m. will אי״ה be announced in the following week’s newsletter.  
 Below are the current contestants: 
Grade 1 – Akiva Novice; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Avrohom Dov Hirsch; Tiferes Elimelech; Chananel Amira, Michoel Bratt, Shmuel Cohen, Elchonon 
Farkes, Zevi Fingerer, Elie Fried, Aron Pinchas Julanov, Ephraim Meir Kenigsberg, Chaim Moshe Klepfish, Yosef Lederer, Shlomo Moskowitz, Nossi Paneth, Ali Posen, Avi 
Schlafrig, Yaakov Sokol, Shaul Naftali Solomon, Daniel Stern, Ezra Weisel, Meir Wiegselbaum; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Yaakov Kaganoff; Lakewood Cheder 

School; Moishy Jochnowitz; Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Zev Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Shmuel Newman; Politz Hebrew Academy; Philadelphia, PA. 
Grade 2 – Eliyahu Bohensky, Yosef Shalom Kroll; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Yecheskel Lowy; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Shmuel Bendett, Yitzy Berman, 
Dovid Dafner, Moishe Dov Deutsch, Yaakov Moshe Elkon, Yonah Fried, Aryeh Greenberg, Rephael Himy, Eliyahu Yochanon Idler, Nesanel Klein, Yisroel Klein, Avraham 
Yitzchok Hakohen Kupfer, Daniel Lipshitz, Menashe Salb, Shmuel Spitz, Menachem Tzvi Yakkobovitz; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Avrohom Dovid Solomon; 

Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH. 
Grade 3 (UK) – Asher Yochanan Herskine; Keser Torah Boys School; Gateshead, UK. 
Grade 3 – Eliyahu Mayer Bernstein, Moishy Charaz, Shmuel Gersten, Tzvi Goldfinger, Ahron Kruger, Pinny Kupfer, Nosson Leiser, Dov Levitansky, Yechezkel Mondrow, 
Yossi Newman, Zevi Rothman, Shmuel Waldenbaum, Shloime Weinstein; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Yehuda Mandel; Cheder Tiferes Yisroel; Avi 
Chapler, Dovid Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Shragi Berzansky, Aharon Brody, Menachem Frankl, Eliezer Gliksberg, Yisrael Golish, Yossi Guttman, Avrohom Moshe 
Jacobowitz, Zevi Kahan, Nachi Kanarek, Avrohom Lebovics, Yehoshua Osina, Avroham Nachman Paperman, Shmuel Rosenberg, Chaim Dovid Steinberg, Elimelech 
Steinharter, Binyomin Teitelbaum, Shimmy Treitel; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Lakewood, NJ; Yehuda Bachrach; Yeshiva M’kor Baruch; Passaic, NJ; Shlomy Sonenzon; Tiferes 
Elimelech; Menachem Blum, Yisroel Dovid Hirsch, Zevi Itzkowitz, Shlomo Klerer, Zevi Lerner, Aharon Mandelman, Yehuda Marcus, Yitzchok Mayer, Binyamin Leib 
Rodionov, Shmuel Teller, Aryeh Yaiche, Ezra Yavne; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Yisroel Meir Ganz; Siach Yitzchok; Far Rockaway, NY; Moshe Hochhauser; 

Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH.  
Grade 4 – Yitzchok Binder; Yeshiva Yesodei Hatorah; Toronto, ON; Moshe Gluck; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Dovid Nosson Gerstein, Yisroel Yosef Kimchi, Binyomin 
Meyers, Yisroel Novice, Shimzy Victor; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Pinchas Chapler; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Dovid Bachrach; Yeshiva 
M’kor Baruch; Passaic, NJ; Bentzion Amira, Dovid Balsam, Aryeh Bash, Simcha Chaimov, Yehuda Itzkowitz, Yitzchak Dovid Kanner, Yonah Kenigsberg, Yisroel Kolodny, 
Chaim Leibhard, Yisroel Moshe Levinson, Shimon Markowitz, Avi Ostrivitsky, Shlomo Paneth, Yitzchok Spira, Gavriel Spitz, Yaakov Tessler, Eliyahu Warman, Avi Zeigler, 
Eli Zelman; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Chaim Baldinger, Nosson Tzvi Balter, Shmuel Blumenthal, Avi Friedman, Yehoshua Goldberg, Tully Gross, Yosef 
Leichtung, Yisroel Meir Levin, Elisha Pilevsky, Yehuda Pinter, Shaya Russo, Ari Schwartz, Zevy Spiegel; Yeshiva Ketana of Long Island; Inwood, NY; Menachem Caro; 
Derech HaTorah; Rochester, NY; Shloimy Feifer, Shmuel Uziel Feifer, Aryeh Zev Hochhauser; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Yitzchok Binder; Yeshiva Yesodei 
Hatorah; Toronto, ON; Yoav Alon, Mordechai Bauminger, Yosef Beinenfeld, Simcha Davis, Baruch Dubrow, Asher Ellen, Pesach Gelb, Aharon Greenspan, Yisroel Mayer 
Kamin, Eli Katkovsky, Eli Komisarchik, Leiby Morgenbesser, Yosef Newman, Shiloh Oiknine, Yoni Panayev, Shlomo Polak, Yosef Ribiat, Avrohom Rochkind, Moshe Shifrin, 

Akiva Tkachuk; Politz Hebrew Academy; Philadelphia, PA.  
Grade 5 – Akiva Kreisel; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Yeshaya Calm, Boruch Danziger, Hillel Gholian, Moshe Gluck, Refoel Jacobson, Baruch Katz, Binyamin Kroll, 
Yosef Shalom Kroll, Moisha Simcha Saull, Gavriel Schabes, Yehuda Sinaei, Dovi Turk, Menachem Weber, Naftali Wenger; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; 
Naftali Ungar; Cheder Toras Zev; Pinchos Pinter; Yeshiva Damesek Eliezer; Zecharia Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Yitzchok Hazon; Yeshivat Yagdil Torah; Lakewood, 
NJ; Binyomin Elkon, Shalom Friedman, Moshe Yehoshua Gifter, Tzvi Yehuda Lederer, Alexander Leshkowitz, Dov Ber (Dovi) Lewin, Eliyahu Warman; Yeshiva Torah 
Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Chananya Flink; Derech HaTorah; Rochester, NY; Eliezer Feigenbaum, Nochum Boruch Laskin, Aizik Solomon, Aharon Sommer, Binyomin 

Wainbrand; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Aaron Kuznicki; Yeshiva Yesodei Hatorah; Toronto, ON.  
Grade 6 –  Avinoam Glass; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Shai Klein; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Baltimore, MD; Avrohom Eliezer Eckstein, Zecharia Ungar; 
Cheder Toras Zev; Shragie Schneider; Ohr Shraga Veretsky; David Zafrani; Yeshiva Ohr Hachaim; Shmuli Raitzik; Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Lakewood, NJ; Paysach 
Baranker, Shabsie Bleich, Mordechai Tzvi Fladen, Shlomo Geller, Yisroel Mendel Hutner, Yisroel Kahn, Nachman Kraut, Boruch Yehuda Levy, Yosef Chaim Lieff, Zevi 
Newman, Chaim Eliezer Yehudah Rosengarten, Avrohon Chaim Simon, Yosef Weiss, Hillel Zelman; Yeshiva Bais Dovid; Monsey, NY; Shneur Zalman Caro, Yeruchem 
Dahari; Derech HaTorah; Rochester, NY; Shmuel Uziel Feifer, Aryeh Zev Hochhauser; Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH; Tzvi Zuckerman; Torah Academy; 
Columbus, OH; Shimon Margolin; The Toronto Cheder; Tzvi Alon, Yehuda Belsky, Mordechai Eliyahu Braun, Binyomin Cohen, Efrayim Menashe Cohen, Mordechai 
Sender Colman, Asher Elkaim, Shimon Felder, Elazar Garfunkel, Meir Simcha Golub, Raphael Y. Greenberg, Shmuly Kaplan, Eli Katz, Yehuda Katz, Yosef Zalman Kozak, 
Eli Reichmann, Elchonon Zev Rosen, Yitzchak A. Rosenbaum, Yisroel Rosenblatt, Nosson Meyer Rubanov, Kalman Rubner, Baruch Ber Rudner, Meir Simcha Schuster, 

Dvir Shukroon, Yehuda Spivak, Yosef Ullman, Eli Meir Weiss, Meir Wiesenfeld, Yehuda Zauderer, Ari Zimmerman; Yeshiva Yesodei Hatorah; Toronto, ON. 
Grade 7 – Yirmiya Bleeman; Phoenix Hebrew Academy; Phoenix, AZ; Dovi Nitekman, Zevi Weinberg; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Yaakov Zev Greenfield; 
Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Baltimore, MD; Yossi Adler, Ari Aron, Chaim Shabsi Ausband, Pinchos Baker, Avrohom Shmuel Barkin, Menachem M Basch, Shimon 
Beeber, Baruch Beer, Yoseph Yehuda Leib Beren, Yosef Berman, Uri Shraga Brisman, Zvi Aryeh Bursztyn, Yitzchok Chaimovits, Benzion Cohen, Moshe Yosef Cohen, 
Yisroel Eliezer Deckelbaum, Eli Moshe Dewick, Daniel Dickstein, Yona Yechezkel Dubin, Yitzy Eisemann, Moshe Eisgrau, Yanky Ellinson, Moshe Zelig Englard, Yechiel 
Feldstein, Yisroel Fishman, Yeshaya Galinsky, Binyomin Zev Gewirtzman, Binyomin Gibber, Aaron Glustein, Avrohom Tzvi Goldenberg, Aharon Dovid Goldstone, Yossi 
Goldwasser, Chaim Gonsky, Yosef Greenbaum, Ahron Meir Greenfeld, David Gross, Dovid Gross, Yisroel Meir Gruber, Mordechai Hefter, Avrohom Heisler, Shloimy 
Hirsch, Tzvi A. Jacobs, Yechiel Aryeh Jakobovits, Menachem Tzvi Kaganoff, Moishe Kaganoff, Yaakov Kaganoff, Dovid Kanarek, Meir Karmel, Naftali Katzenstein, 
Mordechai Yosef Knopf, Dov Koppenheim, Noach Kravetz, Ezriel Kronenberg, Moshe Kuessous, Gershon Kuperman, Yisroel Landau, Mordechai Yehuda Leiser, Shimon 
Leiser, Moshe Lejbik, Chaim Levin, Chaim Levovitz, Gershon Levovitz, Yehuda Levy, Yitzchok Lisker, Eliezer Mayerfeld, Shlomo Zalman Neumann, Naftali Newmark, 
Avrohom Aron Pavlov, Yosef Perl, Yehuda Reich, Aba Yakov Reifman, Boruch Ribiat, Mordechai Rockove, Shloimy Rosenberg, Moshe Tzvi Saks, Daniel Schwob, Shmuel 
Shain, Mordechai Naftoli Silber, Boruch Sitko, Meir Soroka, Yechiel Meir Spiegel, Yisroel Spitzer, Simcha Eliezer Stein, Eliyahu Steinberg, Yosef Steinberg, Zevi Steinfeld, 
Binyomin Steinharter, Eliyahu B Steinharter, Yisroel Stern, Chanoch Meir Stimler, Shaul Strauss, Dov Tepper, Yehuda Pinchus Tropper, Binyomin Ungar, Yisroel Binyomin 
Waunbrand, Meir Yehuda Weinman, Moshe Shmuel Weinstein, Mordechai Weisberg, Yitzchok Weiss, Ahron Weissler, Yaakov Yisroel Zemble, Eliyahu S. Ziskind; 
Lakewood Cheder School; Meir Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Yosef Alon, Dovid Boruch Arzoin, Shlomo Zvi Karen, Yaakov Aryeh Kelemer, Yaakov 
Oestrich, Yosef Oppenheim, Shmuli Press, Yochanan Rosenbloom, Eliya Tahan; Mirrer Yeshiva K’tana; Yitzchok Lowy; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin;Moishe Bloch, Yitzchok 
Meller, Meir Simcha Perlman, Mordechai Rabin, Tuvia Reit, Yisroel Meir Shain, Hillel Shalomayer, Avrohom Chaim Toplan, Shabsi Wolfson; Yeshiva Ketana of 
Bensonhurst; Binyamin Greenberg; Yeshiva Torah Temimah Brooklyn, NY; Yitzchok Teichman; Yeshiva Beth Mikroh; Monsey, NY; Nachi Flink; Derech HaTorah; 
Rochester, NY; Dovid Anhang, Avraham Berkowitz, Chaim Asher Bitterman, Nochum Brodsky, Moshe Bursztyn, Eliezer Czermak, Mordechai M. Dworetsky, Gershon 
Gartenhaus, Yosef Greenberg, Ari Halperin, Moshe Chaim Hundert, Raham Kotliarov, Shmuel Yosef Labkovsky, Yaakov Lindo, Eli Marder, Shmuli Meisels, Moshe Yisroel 

Merzel, Yiddle Milevsky, Shmuel Ochs, Moshe M. Richter, Meir Simon, Tuvya Singer, Tzvi Elimelech Spinrad, Dovi Stern; Yeshiva Yesodei Hatorah; Toronto, ON. 
Grade 8 – Binyamin Kroll; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD. Chaim Ber Eckstein; Cheder Toras Zev; Yitzchok Zev Abraham, Reuben Ashkenazi, Yisroel Beer, 
Chanoch Zev Bendkowski, Yitzchak Meir Blaustein, Yissochor Dov Blumenfeld, Avrohom Abba Bodenheimer, Eli Bodner, Avrohom Brieger, Avrohom Abba Brodsky, 
Avrohom Brody, Yona Bromberg, Naftali Carlebach, Eliezer Yosef Cohen, Aryeh Leib Davis, Zev Deckelbaum, Nachman Simcha Deutsch, Moshe Shmuel Egert, 
Mordechai Eisenberg, Avrohom Meir Eisgrau, Eliyahu Eisgrau, Eliyahu Epstein, Yissochor Finkel, Tzvi Yehuda Fischer, Shlomo Dovid Florans, Yisroel Friedman, Elozor 
Menachem Gartenhaus, Yisroel Chaim Gartenhaus, Yaakov Gastfreund, Yakov Meir Gellis, Yeruchom Gershbaum, Yisroel Moshe Gobioff, Kalman Yehuda Goodman, 
Binyomin Gorelick, Shlomo Zalman Green, Shimon Moshe Greenberg, Asher Greenebaum, Eliezer Greenebaum, Yisroel Mordechai Grossman, Aryeh Leib Gutman, 
Yisroel Gutterman, Tuvia Hamedani, Tzvi Hassan, Yosef Dov Hess, Meir Hirsch, Tzvi Abba Hirth, Moshe Jacobovitch, Yosef Aryeh Jaffe, Mordechai Jundef, Yaakov 
Yitzchok Kaisman, Eliezer Kamenetzky, Avraham Yitzchok Karmel, Aaron Moshe (Chaim) Karp, Menachem Mendel Katz, Tzvi Katz, Binyomin Kilberg, Yossi Kirchenbaum, 
Menachem Chaim Klein, Dovid Klugman, Ahron Koplowitz, Avrohom Krohner, Yisroel Yitzchok Kugler, Yitzchok Tzvi Levine, Yosef Levy, Shneur Loebenstein, Gershon 
Marcus, Ahron Margareten, Yitzy Marmorstein, Yonah Zev Mayer, Natan Menahem, Yissochor Dov Mikel, Ephraim Millet, Shimon Moskovitz, Moshe Neumann, Uri 
Shraga Neumann, Ari Nussbaum, Yosef Perl, Yehuda Raber, Shmaya Ribiat, Ezriel Roberg, Ephraim Robinson, Dovid Shloima Rochwarger, Yochanan Rosenberg, Aryeh 
Leib Schmuckler, Dovid Schnaidman, Chesky Schwartz, Yosef Schwebel, Akiva Schur, Simcha Nissim Sebbag, Menachem Mendel Shachar, Avrohom Dovid Shapiro, 
Chaim Asher Shoshana, Boruch Sorotzkin, Shimon Dovid Stavsky, Shimon Yehuda Stern, Eliyahu Tawil, Moshe Tenenbaum, Daniel Tessler, Asher Chaim Tomor, 
Yissochor Dov Warman, Menachem Weber, Binyomin Weinman, Eliyahu Weiss, Shragie Wolf, Sholom Wosner, Yehuda Yoffe; Lakewood Cheder School; Simcha Plym; 
Ohr Shraga Veretsky; Mordechai Adler, Yisroel Alter; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Lakewood, NJ; Yossi Teichman; Yeshiva Beth Mikroh; Monsey, NY; Yisroel Meir Appelrouth, 
Reuven Arouch, Tzvi Bergman, Nochum Berkowitz, Simcha Bryskine, Yossi Drebin, Moshe Eichorn, Shmuel Eliezer Eisenstein, Yehoshua B. Forchheimer, Chaim 
Menachem Fried, Pinny Hunger, Abi Jakubovic, Mordechai Klein, Efraim Lipsett, Avraham Nathan, Shraga Feivel Paretzky, Moshe Pinto, P. Shalom Rosenbaum, Aryeh 

Leib Wachsman, Yitzchok Zilber; Yeshiva Yesodei Hatorah; Toronto, ON. 



  

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 R' Moshe Schwab ״ל   צַּ זַּ had an 
unusual  ַּכֹּח to be able to relate to both the 
hearts of young חוּרִים  and to the depth of בַּ
thoughts of גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל. In a letter written by R' 
Dessler ״ל צַּ  to R' Moshe, asking R' Moshe to זַּ
find him a room for the night in Gateshead, R' 
Dessler wrote: "If you don't manage [to find a 
room for me], I will stay with you and rest on 
your chair — as I would rather sit in a chair and 
talk with you than have a bed with many 
pillows."  
 About three months before R' Moshe 
was נִפְטָר, he was travelling from Gateshead to 
Manchester in a small rented car that was 
being driven by a young בָחוּר. As it was 

speeding down the motorway at about 70 miles 
per hour, the car passed a large truck. The slip-
winds from the truck blew the light-weight car 
off the road. The car rolled over quite a few 
times and was a total write-off. It was a נֵס that 
no one was hurt with more that a superficial 
cut. R' Moshe made a ת הוֹדָאָה  the very סְעוּדַּ
next day and thanked ד׳ for נִסִים that 
happened. 
 The לְמִיד  who had driven him to תַּ
Manchester was away from יְשִיבָה for two 
weeks after the accident and was more than a 
little bit uncomfortable when he saw R' Moshe 
the first time. R' Moshe came over to him and 
greeted him with a big hug. R' Moshe told the 
 that, over the past two weeks, he had בָחוּר

received many letters from people about the 
accident, but he chose to respond to only one 
of those letters. This particular person had 
written about young חוּרִים  often driving בַּ
irresponsibly. “I wrote back to the person,” 
continued R' Moshe, “The בָחוּר drove 
beautifully, and I want you to know that if I had 
another opportunity to go again with the same 
 ”!I would not hesitate to do so ,בָחוּר
 My לְמִיד  can be גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל our ,תַּ
seen not just in how they interact with their 
peers, but in how they relate to and show their 
deep concern about everyone. 

  יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews 

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

גִים - מַזָל דָּ
דֶששׁ אֲדָר ראששׁ ח�וֹ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• The מַזָל of אֲדָר is דָגִים, fish. אֲדָר is one of three months for 
which the מַזָלוֹת are written in the plural form; the others 
are the מַזָלוֹת of אוּמִים נַיִם twins, and ,תְּ   .scales ,מאֺזְּ

 can be doubled (as it was חֺדֶשׁ אֲדָר :explains סֵפֶר הַתוֹדָעָה  •
last year), so its מַזָל is doubled as well (although it can be 
written in singular form). 

ContestThe 9th International Pirchei שובבי"ם
אַלְמָנָה וְיָתוֹם לאֹ תְעַנּוּן )שְמוֹת כב:כא(…   

 You shall not persecute any widow or orphan. 
 One tear. Who can imagine the power and influence of a 
tear shed by a poor widow, grieving over her loss, which is magnified 
every time she senses that vacuum in her life, the feeling of 
helplessness and loneliness that have now become her partner? 
Indeed, we cannot begin to calculate the value, the power and the 
influence generated by the tears of the broken-hearted. Every tear 
pierces through the heavens and is gathered before the Heavenly 
Throne, where הקב״ה holds it close to Him, cherishing every drop. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Yitzchok Zilberstein, שַלִיטָ״א, relates: It was time to elect 
a Chief Rabbi for יְרוּשָלַיִם. The people were encouraged to vote for R' 
Chaim Yaakov Levin, a very suitable candidate for the position. When 
R' Levin heard this, he made it a point to see who else had been 
nominated. Noting that R' Betzalel Zolty, זַצַ״ל, was also a candidate, 
he immediately said that under no circumstances would he run. After 
some time, he explained the reason for his refusal to his close friends. 
 Apparently, his father, the venerable R' Aryeh Levin, זַצַ״ל, 
related that once he was walking through the alleyways of יְרוּשָלַיִם at 
night when he came upon a woman mending socks by the light of a 
small torch. Perhaps today we cannot relate to this, but 70 years ago, 
when one’s socks had a hole in them, they were repaired, not 
replaced. Usually, it was some poor woman who darned these socks 
for the meager pay she earned. 
 “Why are you doing this,” asked R' Aryeh of the woman, 
“and especially with so little light?” 
 “I am a poor widow. With the few coins I make, I am able to 
pay the רֶבִי who learns תּוֹרָה with my orphaned son.” The woman 
kept on sewing, as her tears trickled down on the socks that she was 
mending. 
 “Do you know who this widow was?” asked R' Chaim 
Yaakov. “She was R' Betzalel Zolty’s mother! Is it possible to estimate 
the value and effect of her tears? R' Zolty should become the רָב of 
 His spiritual growth began on a field irrigated by the tears of .יְרוּשָלַיִם
a widow!” 

∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Words are cheap, and emotions may run high. We might 
inadvertently say something that we regret later on. What we do not 
understand is that words have an effect and might cause irreparable 
damage to another person, as the following story illustrates: A certain 
יְשִיבַת  related that as a young man he was a student at יְרוּשָלַיִם in רַב
 The woman who came nightly to clean the floor .יְרוּשָלַיִם in סְלָנִים
would bring her children, who, because of their youth, could not be 
left home alone. Of course, the children did not grasp the importance 
of the תּוֹרָה study going on in the ית הַמִדְרָש  Thus, the noise level of .בֵּ
these children often disturbed those who were learning. 
 One night, the noise level became intolerable for the 
student. He told the woman that it would be a good idea for her to 
discipline her children. Beset with enough difficulties, the woman 
said, “Would that you not experience צַעַר גִידוּל בָנִים (children 
problems)!” At the time, the young man felt the woman was telling 
him in a nice way, “You just do not understand my lot in life!”. 
Undoubtedly, this was her intention. But these words, issued by a 
widow in pain, had a tragic effect. 
 Years went by. The young man met his bashert, and they 
married. They had a blissful marriage, except for one serious concern 
— they were not blessed with children. They traveled all over in 
search of the doctor, the drug, the miracle that would grant them 
children, to no avail. They were rapidly approaching middle age, and 
still no child. 
 Then he remembered the incident, many years earlier, 
concerning the cleaning woman, her children, his rebuke and her 
response. Suddenly, he realized that what he had understood as a 
passing comment about life was in truth a curse. He located the 
woman and visited her, begging forgiveness for his impatience and 
impudent remark made many years earlier. She was happy to forgive 
him and even added that those children were today great תּוֹרָה 
scholars serving in positions of distinction throughout ל  .אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵּ
Nine months later, the couple was blessed with a child, after 24 years 
of marriage.  

Adapted from: Peninim on the Torah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 

The Power of Tears/Words
 This week 5 of the 6 weeks of our annual Pirchei Newsletter 9th International שׁוֹבְבִי״ם contest and there are  500+ participants…  It is not too late to enter 
the contest. To become a part of this amazing קִדּוּשׁ ד׳, please send a weekly fax to 718 506 9633 or email to shnayimmikracontest@gmail.com signed by a parent – 
include your grade, name, school, city, state, zip, contact and fax #, and which ה שָּׁ רָּ בִים The rules of our .פָּ ה Contest: 1st and 2nd grade (6+) should complete the שׁוֹבָּ שָּׁ רָּ  פָּ
until 3 ,שֵׁנִיrd grade (8+) until 4 ,שְׁלִישִׁיth grade (9+) until 5  ,רְבִיעִיth grade (10+) until י ה 7th and 8th grades (12+) complete the entire ,שִׁשִׁי 6th grade (11+) until ,חֲמִישׁ ִ שָּׁ רָּ   .פָּ
 All entries received before this Monday at 7:00 p.m. will אי״ה be announced in the following week’s newsletter.  
 Below are the current contestants: 
Grade 1 – Akiva Novice; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Avrohom Dov Hirsch; Tiferes Elimelech; Chananel Amira, Michoel Bratt, Shmuel Cohen, Elchonon 
Farkes, Zevi Fingerer, Elie Fried, Aron Pinchas Julanov, Ephraim Meir Kenigsberg, Chaim Moshe Klepfish, Yosef Lederer, Shlomo Moskowitz, Nossi Paneth, Ali Posen, Avi 
Schlafrig, Yaakov Sokol, Shaul Naftali Solomon, Daniel Stern, Ezra Weisel, Meir Wiegselbaum; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Yaakov Kaganoff; Lakewood Cheder 

School; Moishy Jochnowitz; Yeshiva Orchos Chaim; Zev Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Shmuel Newman; Politz Hebrew Academy; Philadelphia, PA. 
Grade 2 – Eliyahu Bohensky, Yosef Shalom Kroll; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Yecheskel Lowy; Yeshiva Karlin Stolin; Shmuel Bendett, Yitzy Berman, 
Dovid Dafner, Moishe Dov Deutsch, Yaakov Moshe Elkon, Yonah Fried, Aryeh Greenberg, Rephael Himy, Eliyahu Yochanon Idler, Nesanel Klein, Yisroel Klein, Avraham 
Yitzchok Hakohen Kupfer, Daniel Lipshitz, Menashe Salb, Shmuel Spitz, Menachem Tzvi Yakkobovitz; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Avrohom Dovid Solomon; 

Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH. 
Grade 3 (UK) – Asher Yochanan Herskine; Keser Torah Boys School; Gateshead, UK. 
Grade 3 – Eliyahu Mayer Bernstein, Moishy Charaz, Shmuel Gersten, Tzvi Goldfinger, Ahron Kruger, Pinny Kupfer, Nosson Leiser, Dov Levitansky, Yechezkel Mondrow, 
Yossi Newman, Zevi Rothman, Shmuel Waldenbaum, Shloime Weinstein; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Yehuda Mandel; Cheder Tiferes Yisroel; Avi 
Chapler, Dovid Waldman; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Shragi Berzansky, Aharon Brody, Menachem Frankl, Eliezer Gliksberg, Yisrael Golish, Yossi Guttman, Avrohom Moshe 
Jacobowitz, Zevi Kahan, Nachi Kanarek, Avrohom Lebovics, Yehoshua Osina, Avroham Nachman Paperman, Shmuel Rosenberg, Chaim Dovid Steinberg, Elimelech 
Steinharter, Binyomin Teitelbaum, Shimmy Treitel; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Lakewood, NJ; Yehuda Bachrach; Yeshiva M’kor Baruch; Passaic, NJ; Shlomy Sonenzon; Tiferes 
Elimelech; Menachem Blum, Yisroel Dovid Hirsch, Zevi Itzkowitz, Shlomo Klerer, Zevi Lerner, Aharon Mandelman, Yehuda Marcus, Yitzchok Mayer, Binyamin Leib 
Rodionov, Shmuel Teller, Aryeh Yaiche, Ezra Yavne; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Yisroel Meir Ganz; Siach Yitzchok; Far Rockaway, NY; Moshe Hochhauser; 

Yeshiva Derech Hatorah; Cleveland, OH.  
Grade 4 – Yitzchok Binder; Yeshiva Yesodei Hatorah; Toronto, ON; Moshe Gluck; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Dovid Nosson Gerstein, Yisroel Yosef Kimchi, Binyomin 
Meyers, Yisroel Novice, Shimzy Victor; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Pinchas Chapler; Yeshiva Shagas Aryeh; Lakewood, NJ; Dovid Bachrach; Yeshiva 
M’kor Baruch; Passaic, NJ; Bentzion Amira, Dovid Balsam, Aryeh Bash, Simcha Chaimov, Yehuda Itzkowitz, Yitzchak Dovid Kanner, Yonah Kenigsberg, Yisroel Kolodny, 
Chaim Leibhard, Yisroel Moshe Levinson, Shimon Markowitz, Avi Ostrivitsky, Shlomo Paneth, Yitzchok Spira, Gavriel Spitz, Yaakov Tessler, Eliyahu Warman, Avi Zeigler, 
Eli Zelman; Yeshiva Torah Vodaas; Brooklyn, NY; Chaim Baldinger, Nosson Tzvi Balter, Shmuel Blumenthal, Avi Friedman, Yehoshua Goldberg, Tully Gross, Yosef 
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It was a cold winter night...

The front door was unlocked, and they were 
even more shocked when they found their Rebbi 

resting on the floor of the living room.

The plumber arrived, and the 
house was already freezing.

Rabbi, I’ll be 
over within 
the hour.

It’s in the 
basement. Let 
me take you 
downstairs...

I wonder why the 
plumber’s van is 

parked outside the 
Mashgiach’s house 

so late.

All the lights are 
on in the house. Let’s 

check if everything 
is ok!

Rebbi, what’s 
going on? And why 

is Rebbi lying on 
the floor?

It’s freezing 
in here. Is 

everything ok?

...It’s just not right 
that I should sleep 

comfortably in bed while 
he is working on the 

basement floor…

Everything is fine... I 
woke up the plumber in 

the middle of the night to 
repair my heat. He had to 

get out of bed and is now 
in the basement working 

to fix the system...

This is Rabbi Feldman. I sincerely 
apologize for disturbing you so late at 

night, but this is an emergency. The heat just 
stopped working a few minutes ago, and it’s 

already getting very cold.

so, where’s 
the boiler?

 was born in Pinsk, Belarus, to R' Avrohom Shmuel and Chasha. He learned in זַצַ״ל Feldman ר׳ צְבׅי הׅירשׁ
יבָה אֺהֶל תּוֹרָה  and also developed a close ,הי״ד under R' Elchonon Bunim Wasserman (Baranovitch) יְשִׁׁ
relationship with the  ַיח שְרָאֵלר׳  ,מַשְׁגִׁ יַעֲקֺב יִׁ  Lubchansky הי״ד. In 1930, ׁר׳ צְבׅי הׅירש went to the Mir (Poland) 
where he remained for 8 years. He became a יד מֻבְהָק  who assigned him the ,זַצַ״ל Levovitz ר׳ יְרוּחָם of תַּלְמִׁ
task of setting up the ׁדְרָש  During .מוּסָר in דֶרֶךְ then travelled to Kelm to absorb their ר׳ צְבׅי הׅירשׁ .בֵית מִׁ
WWII, he was arrested and sent to Siberia. In 1945, ׁר׳ צְבׅי הׅירש married רְיָם  Lieberman, a granddaughter מִׁ
of the ים בְרֵי חַיִׁ  ר׳ מָרְדְכַי After the war, he was appointed to serve together with .זַצַ״ל of Sanz דִׁ
Pogramansky זַצַ״ל as a מְנַהֵל in a יבָה קְטַנָה  moved to America ר׳ צְבׅי הׅירשׁ ,in Versailles, France.  In 1950 יְשִׁׁ
and was invited by R' Avrohom Kalmanowitz זַצַ״ל to serve as י יחַ רוּחָנִׁ  of Mir (Brooklyn). He delivered מַשְׁגִׁ
ים עוּר from the Alter of Kelm and never missed or repeated a חָכְמָה וּמוּסָר in וַעַדִׁ  .for close to 30 years שִׁׁ

He was the surrogate 'father' of his ים ידִׁ  .of Europe מוּסָר and served as a bridge to the Kelmer תַּלְמִׁ
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פרשת משפטים

ה  'the youngest child of R ,זַצַ״ל Schwab ר׳ מֺשֶׁ
Yehuda and Chana (née Erlanger), was born in 
Frankfurt, Germany. At 16, he went to learn in 

Kamenitz under ר רוּךְ בעֶׁ  From there he went on to Baranovich .ר׳ בָּ
to learn under רְמַן ן וַסֶׁ נָּ לְחָּ  ,In 1938, he immigrated to England .ר׳ אֶׁ
and learned under ר ה שנײַדֶׁ ה in his ר׳ מֺשֶׁ יבָּ  Afterwards, he moved .יְשִׁ
to Gateshead to learn in the כּוֹלֵל, where he became close to R' 
Dessler. In 1942, he married חֵל ד daughter of ,רָּ וִׁ  Baddiel, a ר׳ דָּ
founding member of the local ה לָּ ה In 1946, he joined the .קְהִׁ יבָּ  יְשִׁ
and with his unusual ים מְחַת הַחַיִׁ ת ,שִׁ כֶׁ מַיִׁם and הַצְנֵעַ לֶׁ רְאַת שָּ  he had a יִׁ
ה עָּ יד on each הַשְפָּ ד The many stories of his .תַלְמִׁ סֶׁ  .are legendary חֶׁ
His classic ים עוּרִׁ ים on שִׁ ים טוֹבִׁ ר מַעַרְכֵי לֵב are printed in יָּמִׁ  .סֵפֶׁ

  ב' אדר
5678 – 5739 
1918 – 1979 

R' Moshe Schwab זַצַ״ל would sometimes 
go on fund-raising trips for the יבָה  .יְשִׁ
One potential donor  slammed the 
door in his face. R' Moshe went to a 
nearby telephone booth, called him 
up, and kindly explained that the 
action violated כָבוֹד הַתּוֹרָה. “Even if 
you choose not to give, you should 
never slam the door!” The donor begged 
R' Moshe for ילָה  ,invited him back inside ,מְחִׁ
and gave R' Moshe a generous donation. 
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ים  שִּ ר תָּ ים אֲשֶּ טִּ שְפָּ ה הַמִּ שְמוֹת כא:א(…)וְאֵלֶּ  
And these are the ordinances that you shall place before them.   
 The ו, which serves as a conjunction, transforms the word 
ה  these, to "and these." This indicates that there is a connection ,אֵלֶּ
between this ה שָּ רָּ ת  and the previous one, which detailed the פָּ רֶּ עֲשֶּ
בְרוֹת זְבֵחַ  and the הַדִּ ״י .מִּ א cites the רַשִּ ילְתָּ  which says that, just as מְכִּ
those צְוֹת ינַי were given to us at מִּ  these laws that are mentioned ,הַר סִּ
in ים טִּ שְפָּ שַת מִּ רָּ ם לַחֲבֵרוֹ which are primarily ,פָּ  between man and ,בֵין אָדָּ
his fellow man, were also given to us at ינַי  The question is .הַר סִּ
obvious: Was it necessary to command us to observe "rational" logic-
based צְוֹת  that, for the most part, apply to all nations? Could they not מִּ
have been decided by earthly Jewish courts? 
 R' Eliyahu Schlessinger, ״א יטָּ  explains that the question ,שַלִּ
itself indicates a lack of understanding about the essence of צְוֹת  He .מִּ
relates a comment he heard from the Admor of Pittsburgh, R' 
Avrohom Abba Leifer זַצַ״ל. On one of the Rebbe’s fund-raising trips to 
the U.S. to raise money for his institutions in אֵל שְרָּ ץ יִּ רֶּ  he noticed ,אֶּ
that there were two steering wheels in the cab! On the left side was 
the driver's steering column with all of the gadgets necessary to drive 
the car. On the right, passenger side, was a steering wheel similar to 
the one used by the driver. The Rebbe asked the driver to explain this 
anomaly. 
 "Rabbi, I have a young son who bothers me endlessly when I 
drive. He always wants to control everything I do. To avoid any 

problems, I made him a steering wheel that he can use while he sits 
with me in the front seat. Needless to say, the steering wheel is not 
connected to anything. It cannot in any way affect the direction in 
which the car is traveling." 
 The Rebbe derived a very important message from this 
episode. There are many who feel that they are steering the world. We 
are constantly opening the newspaper to read about the great movers 
and shakers of the secular world and the impact that they have on the 
way we live. It almost allows one to believe that they have some form 
of power. They are steering the car, turning the wheel right and left.  
 This is their mistake, and, in many cases, it is also ours. Yes, 
they are turning the wheel, but their steering wheel is not connected. 
What they do has no effect on the guidance of the world. It is the 
"other" steering wheel on the driver's side that controls the car. Those 
controls are in ה׳’s hands. The other controls are present for the 
"young children" to "play with" as they please. Otherwise, they have 
no significance. 
צְוֹת has determined the "rules of the road" of life, the ה׳   מִּ
that are Divinely ordained. ה׳ has the real steering wheel, and He 
decides the direction in which we will travel. Thus, at ינַי  we also סִּ
received those צְוֹת ים in מִּ טִּ שְפָּ שַת מִּ רָּ  that deal with human פָּ
relationships. These צְוֹת  with their intricacies as expounded and ,מִּ
elucidated by חֲזַ״ל, are part of the Heavenly steering column. 

Adapted from: Peninim on the Parashah (with kind permission from Rabbi A.L. Scheinbaum) 
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